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sixty, near the grand climacteric, he was unquenched; and to   CHAP,
his excess of faith in the possibility of what ought to be, as he.   LX*
conceived, he owed all that he did and much that he missed.     -^T* 6L

in
The first signal event of the struggle enabled him to render a
pleasant little service to the United States. When Dewey on
May Day crushed the Spanish squadron in the Bay of Manila,
the Colonial Secretary had earlier and better information than
President M'Kinley. It came in the shape of a telegram from the
Governor of the Straits Settlements, followed next morning by a
more detailed account. "We did the press", said Chamberlain,
rejoiced that his department was ahead of the newspapers. His
news, as it came, he sent on at once to the American Embassy,
and John Hay cabled it to President M'Kinley.
The Colonial Secretary's feeling about the significance of
America's entry into world-politics was, for him, almost ebulli-
ent. He believed that the American naval victory in the Far
East foreshadowed, as in fact it did, a moral pressure and at
need a practical force, which would prevent the dismemberment
of China and maintain the "open door". He did not merely
welcome the rise of American power: he gloried in it.
After Dewey's battle at Manila, he determined to make at the
first public opportunity the strongest proclamation of Anglo-
American friendship. The chief passage of the comprehensive
speech incidentally mentioning the devil and the spoon was not
the satire on Muravieff but the fervent outburst in praise of the
United States and of English-speaking brotherhood in world-
policy. The more definite the co-operation of the two peoples
"the better it will be for both and for the world". Their alliance,
if so much might ever come, would be a saving force of civilisa-
tion. If to draw closer together the British Empire itself was our
first duty, what was the next?
It is to establish and maintain bonds of amity with our kinsmen across
the Atlantic (loud cheers). They are a powerful and a generous nation.
They speak our language, they are bred of our race (loud cheers). Their
laws, their literature, their standpoint on every question are the same